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Mr. Russet, 


By inferting the following Piece, lately publifted in LONDON, you will 
oblige many of your Readers. W. 





When aman happens to-Lreak-in Holland they fay of him, that he has 
ip JI - 
not kept good accounts. STEEL. 


AM an old man, and having employed my whole time in a mer- 

cantile occupation, I am very apt, when any matter for confidera- 
tion comes before me, to try it by the fame method I have been ufed 
to try the truth of my books ; I caft up the tum total on both fides 
with great care and attention, and am thereby determined in my judg- 
ment. If our Politicians could be prevailed upon to adopt the fame 
rule in their proceedings, it would foon put an end to thofe diftracti- 
ons that now threaten to overwhelm the kingdom in one general ruin ; 
for it is a melancholy, but obvious truth, that the prefent ftate of par- 
tics among us greatly refeimbles a ftate of war, and may too juftly be 
confidered as a prelude to it. The Leaders of the people are now fet- 
ting every engine to work, and are exerting their utmoft efforts to 
deftroy the prefent conftitution : How far they may be able to pre- 
vail, and (in cafe they fhould fucceed) what kind of government they 
will fet up, both in church and ftate, inftead of the prefent, are quet- 
tions that canbe anfwered only by the event : However, I fhall in the 
mean time lay before the public a calculation of the ftrength, and an 
enumeration of the forces on both fides, fo that by comparing them 
together, all perfons may be able to judge and act for them{elves. 


PARTIES for overturning the prefent Partits for preferving the prefent 
conflitution in churcd and flate, — conftitution in church and frate, 
and for fetting up fomething in their and for keeping every thing in @ 
fread, for which we have not yet a — quiet and peaceable condition. 
name. 

yf." HE idle and diffolute among i. THE g createft ported the No- 

the commen people are for bility and Gentry of the 
throwing kingdom ; 
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Parties. for overturning, &c. 


throwing the prefent fyftem into 
anarchy and confufion ; they have 
ardently wifhed thefe many years, 


Parties for preferving, &c. 


kingdom ; that is, almoft all thofe 
who have the greateft property at 


{take, and have the moft to lefe..... 
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for fome levelling fcheme or other 
whereby they might enrich them- 
felyes at the coft of their matters, 
and rob and plunder with impuni- adly. A vaft majority of the rich« 
tv. If Mr. Wilkes can lead them eft Merchants, and principal Tra 


bent ah ie i 
. ee 
Pea 


en 


a 
w<- 


into this path of glory, they will 
joyfully follow him and become 
his devoted fellow-Jabourers, in the 


ders and Manufacturers through- 
out the kingdom: The exceptions 
on this head are few, and very in- 
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fame good work ; but if not they confiderable. 
will forfake him with as little ce- 
remony as they have done fome 
others,and Jook out foranew leader. 
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awhigs which is properly republican, ed church are in general the de- 


is violently for achange of govern- 
ment, fuitable to fuch principles ; 
and thefe men are now become of 
fome confequence, not fo much on 
the {core of their numbers, as on 
account of their enthufiaftic zeal, 
and of their breaking through eve- 
ry tye of honour, honefty, and con- 
icience, for accomplifhing fuch de- 
figns. Moreover, as they put on 
every difguite ; as they forge, lye, 
fallify; as they ufe the word liber- 
ty merely as a blind to conceal the 
batteries they are erecting againtt 
it; and as they pretend to fuppcert 
and uphold the conftitution, at the 
very inftant they are planning a 
{theme to deftroy it; their defign 

sre fo mueh the more dangerous by 
appearing to fight under the fame 
banner with ourfelves ; and te 
wounds they cive are the more dif- 
ficult of cure, becaufe they flab 
and atiatinate under the maik of 
friendihip, and therefore itrike 
the furer, and the deepez. 

adly. Tue advocates fer making 
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Noerth- America independent of the 
Brityh Parliament, muft, if con- 
fidtent with themfelves.be for turn- 

ng 


clared enemies to rictous innova- 
tions, and are the friends of peace 
and good order ; moreover, a 
clear majority of the moft emi- 
nent, the mott religious, and fober 
part of the diffenters, profeffedly 
avow the fame principles, and act 
accordingly. 


4th. Tue Proprietors and 
Stockholders in the publick funds 
will undoubtedly range on the fide 
of government ; becaufe they can 
get nething, but muft necetfarily 
lefe by the convulfions of the ftate, 
and by the overthrow of that con- 
ftitution, the prefervation of which 
is their greateft fecurity. 


sth. Tur whole body of the 
learned profetiion in the law {men 
who have acquired their knowledge 
of the tonflitution from authors of 
a caft very different from bawling, 
difappointed Patriots, or hungry 
pamphleteers ;—-thefe men, I fay) 
in 
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ing the Brits/b conftitution into 
fomething very different from what 


jt.is at prefent, cr ever was 3 for. 


the very fame plea thefe men ufe 
in regard to North- America is, that 
reprefentation and legiflation (a ve- 
ry {mall part of which is the pow- 
er of raifing taxes) muft always go 
together ; and therefore, as nine- 
teen parts in twenty of the people 
of Enzland, and upwards of ninety- 


nine parts in an hundred of the / 


people of Scotland, are not qualified 
to be vofers, nor ever were, be their 
property ever fo great ; that is (ac- 
cording to this new-fafhioned doc- 
trine) are not reprefented in Par- 
liament; it muft inevitably follow, 
that a vait majority of the inhabi- 
tants of Great-Britain, as well as of 


Britifh America, havea right to re- fh 


nounce their allegiance to the pre- 
fent government as foon as they 
pleafe, and to fet up for indepen- 
dence. For in fa@,according tothe 
dangerous principles now openly 
avowed, all this multitude of non- 
electors owe no fubjection to thit 
legiflature, and to thofe powers, in 
the choice or continuance of which 
they were not confulted. They 
ought not to be compelled to obe 
any laws, which were made with- 
out their confent, or privity ; and, 
where they have no reprefentation, 
they ought not to be fubject to any 
taxation —So that being thus hap- 
pily fet free from cuercion of go- 
vernment,all reftraints of law, and 
burden of taxes ; and having learnt 
at laft to affert thofe inherent and 
unalienable rights,which have been 
fo long ufurped, they are now re- 
ftored toa ttate of the moit perfe& 
freedom, and may either chufe ano- 
ther form of government, accord- 
ing to their own fancy; or Rag 
ive, 
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in general agree, That each mem- 
ber of the Houfe of Commons, 
though elected by one particular 
county, city, or borough, doth not 
repreient that particular county, 
city, or borough, in any exclu/five 
fenfe; for he reprefents the whole 
commons of the realm, one part, 
and one individual as well as ano- 
ther. A member chofen dy the 
county of Middlefex, is not chofen 
or Middlefex exclufively, but fer 
all the fubjects of the Briti/b em- 
pire ;—ecach of whom hath as con- 
ftitutional a right to his fervices, 
and may be as much affected by 
his parliamentary condudt, as any 
freeholder of the county of Mid- 
dicfex: And he, on his part, is 
bound by his office to omit the 
inaller intereft of the county of 
Middicfex, or of the Middlefex Elec 
tors, when ftanding in competition 
with the greater interefts of his 
fellow-{fubjects in other places :--- 
So that in fhort, though fome few 
only, perhaps not a fortieth part 
of the inhabitants of the whole 
ifland, have legal votes for repre- 


fentatives, all in general are tirtu- 
ally reprefented ;——That this is fa&t 
and law ; that this ever was the 
conftitution of the Brit:/h empire, 
froin the earlieft times down tothe 
prefent day, I do folemnly athirm : 
And in this fenfe it is true, and in 
no other, that evety member of the 
common weal is fuppofed to give 
his previous content tothe makin 
thole laws, which he is afterwards 
bound to obey, and to the impofing 
thofe taxes which he is obliged to 
pay. Indeed upon this footing 
(to wit, of virtual reprefentation 
in fome cales, and of actual elec- 
tion in others) a free and well- 
poifed government can itand “ 
. 
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Parties for overturning, &c. 


live, as they can, without any go- 
vernment at all. A bleffed {peci- 
men this of patriotick liberty! A 
mott comprehenfive bill of rights ! 
Sure of overturning, f cassie into 
execution, every government, that 
either ever was, or ever can be, 
propofed to the world. 
4thly. Tur honourable fociety of 
the outs will go as great lengths to 
throw things into confufion as any 
ict of men whatever ; for as thetle 
perfons have no other end in view 
than to get into power, and to 
fhare the emoluments of the ftate 
among themfelves and their de- 
pendents, they will flick at ao 
meafure, however unjuftand uncon- 
fistutional, to compats this end: 
Nay, they will untay the things 
which they themfelves had faid in 
admini(tration ; they will blame 
thofe very meafures which they 
themfelves had planned and recom- 
mended ; and, in thort, they will 
do any thing, and every thing, to 
raife the evil {pirit of difcord and 
diffenfion, to bring themfelves in. 
Lafily. ‘Vie inconftant and dif- 
ap} pointed, thofe who love to fith in 
eroubled waters, and thofe who, 
having fpent their own fortunes, 
have nothing to lote, but may have 
a chance to thare in the property 
of other men by a general {cram- 
ble; alfo the de{perate and daring 
of every devomination ; all thefe 
with for fome great and fpeedy 
change in the conftitution. 


NS O R. 
Parties for preferving, &c. 


be fupported ; but it can be fup- 
ported on no other :—-Nay, t 
overnment of Bzffon itfelf, od 
of the Maffachu/etts-Bay, when- 
ever this Colony fhall become in- 
dependent of the Mother Coun- 
try, muft then, as well as now, be 
fupported on this very principle ; ; 
that is to fay, on the very princi- 
ple, againft which they fo loudly 


clamour. 


6¢h/y. Tue whole legiflative 
power of the kingdom will cer- 
tainly {apport their own authority, 
and not commit fel de fe to pleatfe 
theif enemies. 


vthly. Tur whole executive 
power of the kingdom is at prefeat 
in the hands of hisMajeily,and of 
thofe who act in his nsme, and by 
his authority. There the conftitu- 
tion has placed it, andin no other 
hands; nor is there the leaft pro- 
bability that mob bing, huzzaing, 
furious fpeeches and indam: natory 
libels, without arms, artillery, or 
ammunition, and without a treas 
fury, will be able to wreft the exe- 
cutive power out ofthe hands of 
tllofe who conilitutionally enjoy it 


AnD now upon this general review and mutter of the forces on the 


malcontent, as wel. as the government fide, 


let every one confider 


well within himiclt, what Re ought to doat the gre ‘ent crifis, asa 
conilitutional Patriot, an henett Englift wan, 2 loyal fubject, and a pru- 


det men. 


; BIERCATOR LONDINENSIS., 








